MODERN TRAVEL

however, seems to be the inheritance of every girl
of this clan.

These girls are artists. You are smiling again.
I know only too well what you want to say, but
please do not imagine that I would dare to waste
your precious leisure with news of modern tom-
fooleries, whose lack of substance is thrown into
relief only by artistic surroundings. We two,
shoulder to shoulder, have known how to resist
the charms of Miss Duncan, and you will not annoy
me by thinking that down here I could forget
the moral obligation which such a brotherhood-
in-arms imposes upon me. There is nothing
" arty " about the art of these girls, children, and
women. The sound of our literary artistry has
not penetrated into the white gates of the Sacro
Monte, and if it did it would smash itself against
the primitive sense of its inhabitants. I would
give a great deal to be able to tell you what this
extraordinary difference between their dances
and those of the North consists in. But even if
I managed to do so, it would remain for me to add
to this negative explanation the positive quality
of this novelty, which alone could induce you to
take the decision which I hope to engender in you
by all the persuasive powers of my pen. I would
confine myself to the gipsy element of these
dances in order to awake in you a conception
sympathetic to my plans, knowing how accessible
your mind is to the slightest indication, if only I
did not fear precisely this exceptionally sensitive
accessibility in you ; you will not be able, as soon
as I speak of artistic ideas, to think of anything
but gipsy music when I talk of gipsies to you.
And since you, thanks to the classical training of
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